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At
. Tirst Initiated 1n 1945, 4
politissl officer, who was a menbe of the Pudor :ladimirescu

division, was in charge of political “raining. At that time
thare was ore political officer {uicknamed politruk) for each
compauy at tie naval installetien to vhich my school was attached.
These political officers were men of limited educaiion.

Juring 1945-46 cre hour a day was devoted to polities) traioing.
This training consisted mostly of reading of articles from the
army nevspaper the Glesul Armatel (Voice of the Army) by the
politizal officer. The speeches vreised the Soviet nion and
the goed treatment received by war prisoners in the Soviet
Union. 7The political officer often said, "I was a Prisoner of
war in the Soviet Union and yet ook how fat I am.” I heard
frow former war prisoners in the USSR that a few monthe prior
to release prisoners were given soz: -ind of injection which
"fattened them up" in order to make s good impression upon

statements mai_ by the political officers were, generally,
Yelieved. Disputes between the political officers and

sudience occurrad often. .
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|the politi~al officers were only attached to the

25X1 naval units (or any military units). All the political officers
were drawn from the Tudor Vliadimirescu and Horia Closca a1

Crisan divisions. These two divisions were formed in the USSR

25X1 from former war prisoners and were considered as reliable,

Communist 1ndoctr1na.ted, units. The political officers while

of thelr original unit (le the TV and BCC divisions),

official title of the political cfficer was AJutor Politie
(Political A1d). The political officers were directly subor-
dinate to the headquarters of Army Education, Culture and
Propaganda 1in Bucharest (Directis Generala de Educatie Cultura
81 Propaganda a Armatei - ECP). The political officer was in
charge of all politieal matters affscting his unit while the
commanding officer was in charge of all military matters.

The political sfficer was not subordinate to the conmand
officer. In fact the pPolitical officer could give, in political
matters, "suggestions" to the co officer.

25X1

based on |
25X1 hearsay information) that their influence and authority inoreased _ 25X1“
considerably after 1948, at present the politiscal .
officers have greater authority than the commanding officers. \ 25X1
during the period of ny military service there ;
\ were three to four Communist Party members in one tattezlion,
At present their number is believed to be cohsiderably greater.
All members of the armed forces must be members of the Working ,1
Youth's Union (Uniunea Tineretulut Muncitoresc - UTH). This 1s an . 1
organization similar to the Soviet Komsomol, Politicslly ‘
unreliable pecple, ies, of ourgeois or kulaik background, are not
‘accepted in the armed forces, hut recruited snte the Construotion
Army (Armata de Constructie) for work on diffs "en ie 55%1
rojects (such as the Danube Slack 80a Canal), in 1949,
ﬁwecial schocls wers established at Brsaza 45520 245
end Bucharest for the training of political officers. Only

reliable Party members frem different military units were being
sent to these schools,

iﬁ

3.
25X1
,\ only Redu Cojocaru was a full fledged Communist
Party member. Cojocaru was the political r resentative at the
Constanta Meteoroiogical Odsertatory 25%1

) reoting the personnel along the Party line and conducting
political lectures. He WAS R180 the aeteorological observer
superviecor. 1In his spare time he worked as a politicel

lecturer in Coastanta and lun'ounda.ng arsa. His oduoetional
baskground consisted of four years o Aramnir schooi.

the last war he served in the Rumanien Adpr Foroe axd was dig- ,
sharged as a sergeant, 25x%1
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The fesling of Rumanian youths is seersily Lavsrabls towards
ths U5. ‘The MRJority are anti-Soviet amd do not believe the
anti-US propagands. N st of them hope to Le delivered from
Soviet domination thro & war between the US ang the USSR,
in the Summer of 1950 , with previous military
experience were being asked to volunteer for Korea. This .
Program was not advertised in the press and radio, but was done
by the political instructors. fThe volunteer

8 had to be between
the age of 21 and 40. It was not necessary to be a Party member
in order to enlist. -The volunteers wouls be gi

. ven, upon

enlisting, a 100,000 lei bonus and 30 days leave u'muun in

Bt:c h:;:n:ry. The assendbly point was 3¥pposedly loeated iii
o ot,

people in Constants saying that they would rether
80 to jail than to Korea or that they would vYolunteer only in
order to give themselves to_the Americans,

The attitude of the Union of Working Youtp
Munoitoresc - UM™) members

. e gr
ant1-US due to the intensive ind

subjected, Some parents were careful not to let ¢
know that they wepre listening to the Volce

smom
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The fesling of Rumsnian youths is. geRerally favorable towande 1
the 3. ‘mhe B2/STiVy wie mnti-Sovies and do not believe the

anti-US propagands, Most of them hepe to be delivered from

Soviet domination thro sen the US and the USSR, : 25%1
In the Summer of 1950 men with previous military '
experience were being asked to volunteer for Korea, This B

Program was not advertised in the press and redio, but was done

by the political instructors. The volunteers had to be between

the age of 21 anda 40, 71t was not necessary to he a Party member

in order to enlist. -The volunteer

1sting, a 100,000 lei b °30 days Tewve nayiDoR in
enlis a [ ) oduz and 8 leave .n"h.r.
;:o b::m::’v. The assembly point was s edly located i °
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people in Constanta saying that they would rather .

. to Korea or that they would volnngor oaly in ‘ I
order to give themsel to the Americans, 25¥1
The attitude of the Union of Voriking Youth (Uniunea Tineretulut 25%1
Muanoito - UTM) menmbhers was outwardly anti-gs although i
ﬁ only a small number were really Communist otrin-
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